Christmas

The Annunciation

RECIPES
Angel Cookies
Celebrate the Annunciation of Our Lord with angel cookies. Prepare
this simple sugar cookie dough in advance, or purchase refrigerated
cookie dough and pre-made icing. Any age can roll out dough, cut
out cookies, and decorate after baking. Or bake cookies in advance
and have them available for decorating during your celebration.

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

¾ cup sugar
½ cup butter, softened
1 egg
¾ teaspoon vanilla
1½ cups flour
⅛ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking powder
icing (2 cups confectioners’ sugar, 2–3 tablespoons milk, 1 teaspoon vanilla)
• decorations: chocolate sprinkles, colored sugars, etc.

Other supplies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

angel cookie cutters
measuring cups and spoons
bowl
wooden spoon
mixer
flour sifter
rolling pin
cookie sheet
rack
plastic knives and spoons
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Directions
1. Put the butter and sugar into a bowl.
2. Use wooden spoon or mixer to cream the butter and sugar
together.
3. Beat in the egg and vanilla.
4. In a separate bowl, sift together the flour, baking powder,
and salt.
5. Stir the flour ingredients into the butter mixture. (Note: The
dough will roll out more easily if you allow it to rest in the
refrigerator until chilled.)
6. Roll out the dough on a lightly floured surface.
7. Cut out 2" angels with a cookie cutter or with a plastic knife.
8. Put the cookies on a cookie sheet and bake at 325° for about 10
minutes.
9. Put the cookies on a rack to cool.
10. Mix together the confectioners’ sugar, the vanilla and the milk
to make icing.
11. When the cookies are cool, decorate using icing, sprinkles, colored sugars, etc.
Makes 3–4 dozen cookies.
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WORSHIP
Opening Prayer
Offer this prayer, the “Collect for the First Sunday after Christmas
Day” (Book of Common Prayer, page 213) followed by some singing
of Christmas carols, many noted below.
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts,
may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

A selection of Christmas carols
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
Angels We Have Heard on High
Go Tell It on the Mountain
Joy to the World!
Away in a Manger
The First Noel
Silent Night
What Child Is This
People Look East
Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
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The Christmas Story in Four Parts
Read: Luke 2:1–4
At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. When this first census took place,
Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown. Joseph went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea,
the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a
descendant of David.
Sing: “O, Little Town of Bethlehem”
Read: Luke 2:5–7
He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to
him. She was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the
time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son,
wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger––there was no
room for them to stay in the inn.
Sing: “Silent Night, Holy Night”
Read: Luke 2:8–14
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were
spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over
them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them, “Don’t
be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great
joy to all the people. This very day in David’s town your Savior was
born—Christ the Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly
a great army of heaven’s angels appeared with the angel, singing
praises to God: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on
earth to those with whom he is pleased!”
Sing: “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”
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Read: Luke 2:15–20
When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has told us.” So they hurried off
and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel
had said about the child. All who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said. Mary remembered all these things and thought
deeply about them. The shepherds went back, singing praises to
God for all they had heard and seen; it had been just as the angel
had told them.
Sing: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

FAITHFUL CELEBRATIONS: ADVENT THROUGH EPIPHANY

GAMES
What’s Missing?
This game can be simplified for the youngest participants by limiting the number of figures to three or four. Ways to increase the
game’s difficulty include:
•
•
•
•

using more items
rearranging the items before removing one
removing more than one item
rearranging the items without removing any

Materials
• crèche with figures

Directions
1. Ask participants to close their eyes.
2. Remove one figure from the crèche.
3. Ask participants to open their eyes and guess which figure
is missing. Return the missing figure to the crèche; whoever
guesses correctly gets to remove the next figure.

Put the Star on the Tree
Here is a Christmas version of “Pin the Tail on the Donkey.”

Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•

butcher paper or newsprint
markers
masking tape
scissors
3" stars cut from yellow construction paper
blindfold
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Directions
1. Use the markers to draw a Christmas tree,
approximately three feet high, on the butcher
paper.
2. Tape the tree to a wall of the room.
3. Put a loop of masking tape on the back of each star. Invite
everyone to play “Put the Star on the Tree.”
4. Blindfold one player at a time and give the player a star. Turn
the player around in a slow circle twice then give them a gentle
push in the right direction.
5. Ask the player to walk to the wall and touch it. When the
player touches the wall, he or she must stick the star on the
exact spot touched. Let the player remove the blindfold, and
write his or her name on the star.
6. Repeat until everyone has had a turn. The winner is the one to
stick a star closest to the top of the tree.

